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Thursday 13 January 2022, 7.30–8.30pm 

Hidden Treasures of the Dow Partbooks 

An on-line talk by Rory McCleery  

to complement the forthcoming in-person workshop, 

An Emerald in a Work of Gold 

 

In this on-line talk, Rory explores some hidden treasures of the Dow Partbooks. Contained in this manuscript 
collection, which belonged to the sixteenth-century bibliophile Robert Dow, is an extraordinary diversity of 
music by some unfamiliar and unknown composers as well as well-known names.  

Dow had strong connections with the city of Oxford, beginning his studies at Corpus Christi College in 1574 
and then becoming bursar of laws at All Souls College. The music found in the partbooks which bear his 
name is distinctly cosmopolitan, covering most of the forms and styles, both sacred and secular, that would 
have been familiar to educated Elizabethan music lovers. The reason behind the collation of these works is 
clear from one of a number of biblical quotations and Latin inscriptions that Dow added to the partbooks: 
'As a signet of an emerald in a work of gold: so is the melody of music with pleasant and moderate wine.’ 

In keeping with Dow's original intentions, we will be exploring some choice gems from the partbooks, 
including works by Robert Johnson, Clement Woodcock, Nicholas Strogers and Nathaniel Giles. This hour-
long talk with music complements the live workshop to be held in Leominster on 26 February when, under 
Rory’s direction, we look forward to singing some of these works. 

Rory McCleery began his musical career as a chorister at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh. He 
gained a double first in music at Oxford University as both Organ and Domus Academic scholar of St Peter’s 
College, subsequently completing an MSt in Musicology with Distinction. 

Rory is the founder and director of The Marian Consort, with whom he performs across the UK, Europe and 
North America. Under his direction, The Marian Consort has become renowned internationally for its 
compelling interpretations of a wide range of repertoire, particularly the music of the Renaissance and early 
Baroque, but also of works by contemporary British composers, and in 2017 was nominated for a 
Gramophone Award. They premiered at the Proms in 2021. 

Rory has performed in concert, recording and broadcasts with groups including The Dunedin Consort, The 
Sixteen, The Gabrieli Consort, The Cardinall’s Musick and the Rose Consort of Viols. Recent solo 
performances have included Bach’s St John Passion, Handel’s Messiah and Dixit Dominus; Pärt’s St Matthew 
Passion; Purcell’s Ode to St Cecilia; Monteverdi’s 1610 Vespers. Rory is a passionate believer in the 
importance of music education and singing for young people and is director of choral music at City, 
University of London. 

There is no charge for this event but we invite participants to make a donation.  Any surplus after BMEMF 
has covered its costs will be given to Help Musicians UK.  Please make your payment to: BMEMF, A/C 
number 41571829, Sort code 23-05-80, ref DON.  If you are paying from outside the UK you can use a 
currency transfer service to avoid high bank charges. 
 
Booking is essential and closes midnight 12th January.  Book directly with Jotform on:    
https://form.jotform.com/213602804679358 

 
Acknowledgement will be sent by return, and instructions for joining will be sent nearer the time. If you 
can't make it on the day, we will send a link to the recording along with any resources provided by Rory in 
the workshop. 
 
Ellen Sarewitz, Organiser  ellen.sarewitz@cantab.net  
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