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The Workshop The conquest of Latin America was characterised by boldness and cruelty in search of riches, 

especially silver and gold. But the Europeans didn’t know the real prize: the magnificent music born from the 
mixing of indigenous music and European Baroque, which came from Spain to America and then returned to 
Spain with glorious new elements.  The first written works were religious hymns, for the people found by the 
Spaniards and Portuguese, incorporating Christian and indigenous symbolism in a sort of religious syncretism.  

The tutors will set the compositions in their historical and spiritual context. Music for the day includes 
polyphonic works of the South American Baroque for singers (mostly SATB) with continuo from Peru, Bolivia, 
Guatemala and Mexico. It includes a Spanish piece, influenced by the Chacona, which originated in 16th-century 
South America, and the first piece of polyphonic music written in Quichua by an anonymous Indigenous 
composer. Other composers include Gaspar Fernandes (1569–1629), Juan de Araujo (1646–1712) and Pedro 
Ximénez Abril y Tirado (1784–1856) Dance and movement is integral to the Latin American tradition, and 
participants may also learn dance elements of some of the pieces.  

 

The Tutors Rafael Montero and John Sloboda are founder members of the international chamber group, El 

Parnaso Hyspano, dedicated to the authentic performance of the Latin American repertoire. Rafael, an 
Argentinian of Indigenous descent, is artistic director of El Parnaso Hyspano, and specialises in renaissance 
Spanish and South American Baroque music. John, a professional singer and conductor, is also a music 
psychologist, currently Research Professor at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama. In 2018 he was awarded 
the OBE for services to Psychology and Music. 

 

The Venue The Belmont Abbey Parish Centre is close to the centre of Hereford, with ample free parking, 

with a small kitchen, wifi and flexible space. Instructions to find the venue will be send closer to the time. It is 
located a short drive from a farm shop and a supermarket, but a packed lunch is advised. Teas and coffees 
(cake at tea time) will be provided. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Ellen Sarewitz on ellen.sarewitz@cantab.net  

Booking is essential. Either book online at www.bmemf.org.uk, or download the paper application form. 

Fee: £26 for members of Early Music Fora; £30 for non-EMF members; £5 for students; under 18-s free

Indigenous meets Baroque 
A workshop for singers and continuo 

Explore the treasures of 16th–19th century Latin American vocal music  
with El Parnaso Hyspano, tutors: John Sloboda and Rafael Montero 

Saturday 28th February 2026 10am–4.15pm, registration from 9.30am, 
Belmont Abbey Parish Centre, Ruckhall Lane, Hereford HR2 9RZ 
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Tutors: John Sloboda and Rafael Montero 

 
 

Rafael Montero | tenor, founder of early music ensemble El Parnaso 

Hyspano, is a solo tenor and ensemble singer, singing teacher, and coach. His 

heritage is native American and Spanish, and he has spoken Quechua since he 

was a child. He specialises in renaissance Spanish and South American 

Baroque music and also in Romantic and contemporary chamber music from 

Hispanic South America and Spain. He has researched and devised the 

programmes that El Parnaso Hyspano presents, drawing on his heritage and 

wide contacts in the Latin American world.  With fortepianist Carole Cerasi he 

has made the first recordings of the songs of South America’s pre-eminent 

classical composer, Pedro Ximénez Abril y Tirado.  In 2020 he received a 

prize from Art Foundation NRW for a musical project entitled 

“Veränderungen” (Transformation) combining Medieval Spanish Works with 

newly comissioned contemporary music. In July 2022 he sang the title role in 

the UK premiére of Domenico Zipoli’s San Ignacio de Loyola, a baroque 

opera written for indigenous people from whom he is descended. He is also 

collaborating with Border Crossings, an intercultural arts organisation founded 

and directed by Michael Walling, specialising in the presentation of indigenous 

art forms. 

 
 

 

 

John Sloboda| bass and co-ordinator is a singer, pianist, conductor, and 

researcher.  He is a founder member of the vocal quartet of El Parnaso 

Hyspano. He has sung with many groups including the Chapel Choir of the 

Queen’s College Oxford, the Chorus of the Academy of St Martin’s in the 

Field, and the City of Birmingham Symphony Chorus.  At Keele University 

he was founder conductor of the Keele Bach Choir and conducted 

performances of many major works including Monteverdi’s Vespers and 

Bach’s Mass in B Minor. He is currently Assistant Conductor of Chorus of 

Dissent, a community choir based in Hackney, London. 

He is also a music psychologist, currently Research Professor at the 

Guildhall School of Music & Drama, where one of his major interests has 

been the psychology of the live concert, and how to enhance the audience 

experience.  In 2020 he co-ordinated a performance research project around 

the first recordings of the songs of Pedro Ximénez Abril y Tirado. He is 

author of many books, including “Exploring the Musical Mind”.  In 2018 

he was awarded the OBE for services to Psychology and Music. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


