THE BAROQUE SUITE: Dance workshop with Ricardo Barros, 23rd October 2016


Have you ever wondered how the dances in a Baroque suite look like? This is your opportunity to learn and understand how the movement in original 18th-century choreographies relate to the music, establishing a rich choreomusical dialogue. Come to play, dance, or both! A full day of workshops with Ricardo Barros (ARAM, PhD), focusing on the suite (Courante, Menuet, Bourée, Sarabande, Gigue, Gavotte, Chaconne and Passacaille) in the morning, and fun country dances (with Baroque steps) in the afternoon.

Participants will be divided in two groups (working concurrently), so those who wish to play and dance might have a chance to do so (you are strongly encouraged to do so!). 

We shall use a vast collection of primary sources (choreographies, treatises, dance manuals, etc). In the morning we shall focus on tempi, character, accents, rhythmical patterns, phrasing, choreomusical dialogue (particularly the relation between retakes in bowing and 'mouvements' in dance), and oratorical structures.

In the afternoon workshop we will focus on English (Playford) and French country dances, with the benefit of also learning how to incorporate Baroque steps into these country dances.

Why not make a weekend of it, combined with the Brecon Baroque Festival just 40 minutes drive away?  It starts with a performance of Purcell's Fairy Queen on Friday 21st, and they have a Playford dance workshop on the Saturday afternoon – see http://www.breconbaroquefestival.com/.  Then come to our workshop on Sunday and learn the actual steps to the dances!

Ricardo Barros (www.mercuriuscompany.co.uk/bioricardobarros.php) is an Associate Royal Academy of Music, chairman of the EADH-European Association of Dance Historians, and director of Mercurius Company. His published PhD thesis Dance as a Discourse is available worldwide. He runs courses, workshops and also regularly performs in the UK, Holland, Germany and Italy.  He is also a professional harpsichordist and will direct the music from the harpsichord.
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