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In this workshop, we will explore some of the fascinating 
connections between works by three greats of the Spanish 
‘Siglo de Oro’: Francisco Guerrero, Alonso Lobo and Juan 
Esquivel de Barahona. 
Known as 'el cantor de Maria' for his prodigious output of music related to the Virgin Mary, Francisco 
Guerrero was a native Andalusian and spent nearly his entire career at Seville Cathedral, graduating from 
boy chorister to singer, assistant and eventually maestro de capilla. The biographer Francisco Pacheco 
wrote of Guerrero in 1599 that 'he published many motets that by reason of their excellent construction 
and their beauty of sound will be eternally esteemed': this synthesis of compositional craft and sheer sonic 
beauty arguably reaches its apogee in Ave Virgo sanctissima, where an exact canon in the upper two 
voices forms part of a polyphonic texture of dazzling intensity. 
Such was the appeal of this motet, which Pacheco says 'wherever performed in Spain, brought any 
number of musicians fame and approbation', that it inspired works by a number of other composers, 
including Guerrero's one-time assistant Alonso Lobo and Juan Esquivel de Barahona. We will be singing 
these as part of the workshop, with pdf scores circulated in advance.  
Rory McCleery began his musical career as a chorister at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh. He 
gained a double first in music at Oxford University as both Organ and Domus Academic scholar of St 
Peter’s College, subsequently completing an MSt in Musicology with Distinction. 

Rory is the founder and director of The Marian Consort, with whom he performs across the UK, Europe 
and North America. Under his direction, The Marian Consort has become renowned internationally for its 
compelling interpretations of a wide range of repertoire, particularly the music of the Renaissance and 
early Baroque, but also of works by contemporary British composers, and in 2017 was nominated for a 
Gramophone Award. 

Rory has performed in concert, recording and broadcasts with groups The Dunedin Consort, The Sixteen, 
The Gabrieli Consort, Le Concert d'Astrée, The Academy of Ancient Music, The Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment, The Cardinall’s Musick and the Rose Consort of Viols. Recent solo performances have 
included Bach’s St John Passion, Handel’s Messiah and Dixit Dominus; Pärt’s St Matthew Passion; 
Purcell’s Ode to St Cecilia; Monteverdi’s 1610 Vespers; Rameau’s Grands Motets; and Britten’s 
Abraham and Isaac. Rory is a passionate believer in the importance of music education and singing for 
young people and is director of choral music at City, University of London. 

 

There is no charge for attending this workshop. Instead, we invite donations to cover our costs.  Details of 
how to pay are on the online application form. BMEMF will donate any surplus to the charity Help 
Musicians UK. (If paying in GBP from another currency would incur a bank charge, you are welcome to 
contribute to Help Musicians UK via their website.) 

We’ll be recording the session, so if you can’t make it on the day, you will be able to watch the recording 
when we send the link to all who signed up.  But NB – for copyright reasons, the recording will only be 
available to those who have applied via JotForm. 

To book, please visit www.bmemf.org.uk and click on the ‘future workshops’ tab.  

Organiser: Ellen Sarewitz ellen.sarewitz@cantab.net 01989 740608 

This workshop is one in the series of Compare and Contrast BMEMF events. 


