Rediscovering forgotten early music pioneers
 The time is ripe for a revival of the early music revival. The pioneers of today’s flourishing early music movement – the people who put Baroque and earlier music back on the map – are fading into obscurity. A new blog, The Early Music Pioneers Archive (www.semibrevity.com), combines research with documents, video interviews, photographs and recording clips to refocus attention on a host of musicians, scholars and instrument makers whose achievements deserve to be remembered.
The creator of the blog is Paul Thwaites, who studied harpsichord in the 1970s with the Cambridge-based harpsichordist and teacher Mrs Mary Potts (1905–1982). Mary Potts, who died in 1982, was a superb teacher and taught many of today's renowned harpsichordists, such as Chris Hogwood, Colin Tilney, and others. But, though her influence was considerable, little is known of her today. Paul started to research Mary's experiences and has now cast his net wider to put together the Early Music Pioneers Archive.
Until around the 1930s ‘early music’ (music composed before about 1800) was seen as the preserve of a few eccentric specialists. Nowadays we take it for granted. Bach, Vivaldi, Monteverdi and many others are now household names.
We also take for granted the way this music sounds. We expect ‘historically informed’ performances that reproduce as closely as possible the sounds contemporary listeners would have heard, played on period instruments, either original or modern copies. Behind these performances lies the fascinating story (told here digitally) of enthusiastic amateurs, self-taught instrument makers, moonlighting professional musicians, wayward university students, private collectors and generous benefactors – people like Sir Anthony Lewis, Arnold Goldsbrough (founder of the English Chamber Orchestra) and forgotten celebrity E. H. Fellowes.
But their ground-breaking work is already becoming forgotten, as early music has gone global and scholarship in the field surges ahead. Even people like Arnold Goldsbrough (founder of the English Chamber Orchestra), Sir Anthony Lewis, E. H. Fellowes and Thurston Dart, all well known in their lifetimes, are now largely forgotten outside the world of historically informed performance and academic musicology. They can hardly even be found in reference works or online, except, perhaps, for a listing of CD transfers and a brief and sometimes inaccurate obituary.
The Early Music Pioneers Archive (TEMPAR) is about these pioneers who rediscovered the pre-1800 repertoire and started performing it in the authentic style on period instruments. Regular posts will tell the stories of scholars, performers, discoverers and makers of instruments, collectors and others, from Arnold Dolmetsch onward. The first few posts are online now at www.semibrevity.com
TEMPAR needs readers, followers and commenters, and welcomes crowdsourcing. In other words, we hope that more visitors will come to the site, and that some will supplement the research with their personal experiences (of concerts and meetings with the people concerned) and contribute memorabilia and recordings of ‘lost’ performances.


