Dear Singers,
An Elizabethan Songbook
We are delighted to tell you about some weekend singing workshops in the Yorkshire Dales.

These will be led by Rory Wainwright Johnston, a choral conductor and composer now based in
Berlin. He is assistant conductor for the Netherlands Radio Choir and has also worked with the RIAS
Kammerchor in Berlin.

Rory is in great demand as an early music workshop leader in the UK, most recently in York,
Edinburgh and Ludlow.

www.rorywainwrightjohnston.com

High Trenhouse is an exclusive use conference and retreat centre set in beautiful, secluded grounds
in the stunning Yorkshire Dales National Park, on the moor above Malham.

www.hightrenhouse.com

We have a choice of two weekend workshops, with the same programme for each. (See below)

Participants must be able to read music, should have choral/ensemble experience and must be
capable of singing their line individually, as we will break down into smaller groups.

Friday 6th June - Sunday 8th June, 2025

or

Friday 5th September - Sunday 7th September, 2025

Guests arrive in time for dinner on Friday which is followed by our first singing session.
Five sessions throughout the day on Saturday.
Two sessions on Sunday morning; guests depart after lunch.

High Trenhouse is a tranquil, intimate venue and has proved itself to be a perfect place for small
choral groups.

Places are limited - we are aiming for 18 singers only - and we need to control the balance of voices.


http://www.rorywainwrightjohnston.com/
http://www.hightrenhouse.com/

Included in the cost:
e Full board (from Friday dinner to Sunday lunch)
e Morning / afternoon refreshments, including on arrival
e Free unlimited tea/coffee at other times
e  Welcome drinks

e Music (will be sourced and supplied 8 weeks in advance)

Honesty bar - sign your bar sheet and pay at the end of your stay.

The only additional cost will be any phone calls, charged individually. (NB, no mobile signal, but there
is free WiFi)

Single occupancy £415
Shared occupancy £404

(Please see attached for booking details and timescales.)

If you are interested in one of these workshop weekends, please email me with your voice part in
order to check availability.

Kind regards,
Anne Lowe
anne lowe54@hotmail.com

07729 633136
Country Choral



mailto:anne_lowe54@hotmail.com

Course Title — An Elizabethan Songbook

Join us for a weekend journey into the secular music of the late 16th and early 17th
centuries, focusing on the rich traditions of the English lute song and madrigal.

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, English music blossomed, inspired by Italian
innovations and the ideals of Renaissance humanism. As these influences took root,

music became a vital part of cultural life, valued not only by the nobility but also by an
emerging middle class eager to emulate aristocratic refinement. This period saw a growing
demand for small-group vocal and instrumental music, making lute songs and madrigals
central to the English Renaissance soundscape.

Lute songs, with their elegant melodic lines and harmonic simplicity, offer intimate, text-
driven musical experiences. Madrigals, by contrast, are known for their intricate polyphony,
bold harmonies, and vivid word-painting. Together, these two forms showcase the
Renaissance ideal of blending music and poetry in expressive and imaginative ways.

In this workshop we will explore both styles, honing our ensemble singing skills and delving
into the techniques that bring this repertoire to life. Sessions will include unconducted
group work and smaller breakout ensembles, with a focus on historically informed
performance practices. We'll examine the unique tradition of 'table-books’, designed for
musicians seated around a table, and experiment with "Original Pronunciation”, based on
the research of David Crystal, to uncover the authentic sound and rhyme of the texts as
Elizabethan audiences would have heard them.

Whether you're passionate about Renaissance music or curious to explore its world, or just
love ensemble singing, this course offers a practical and enriching experience.

Music list

My thoughts are winged with hopes — John Dowland
Author of light — Thomas Campion

Go crystal tears — John Dowland

Rest sweet nymphs — Francis Pilkington

If in this flesh — Robert Jones

In this trembling shadow— John Dowland

Lachrimae (Adaptation for voices using the ‘Flow my tears’ text) — John Dowland

Draw on, sweet night - John Wilbye
Fyer, fyer — Thomas Morley
Farewell, dear love - Robert Jones
Long live fair Oriana — Ellis Gibbons
All creatures now — John Bennet

*Some pieces will be explored in more detail than others, though all music will be covered.



BOOKING ON A COUNTRY CHORAL WEEKEND WORKSHOP

All singing weekends run by Country Choral require a £100 deposit per person to confirm a
place. The balance must be paid by 4 weeks before the start of the weekend course. If booking
within 4 weeks of the course date, then full payment is required.

Payments by bank transfer, please, to

Mrs A Lowe
Sort code: 40-22-28
Account number: 81246542

IF YOU NEED TO CANCEL

All bookings are transferable —i.e. you are welcome to find someone to fill your place, as long as they
are prepared to participate in the event in the same way as other singers. The accommodation type
chosen must also be the same (ie single / shared occupancy), although it might be possible to change
this after discussion with the venue.

o If you cancel and give 8 weeks’ notice or more, we will refund all that you have paid, including your
deposit.

o If you give less than 8 weeks’ notice, but more than 4 weeks’ notice, we will keep your deposit but
refund any remainder to you.

o If you cancel less than 4 weeks before the start of weekend, we reserve the right to keep the full
amount.

e We strongly suggest you take out your own insurance in case you have to cancel through illness or
other unforeseen circumstances.

IF WE NEED TO CANCEL

If we need to cancel a weekend for any reason, we will try to give you as much notice as possible and
will refund all that you have paid, including the deposit.



