Border Marches Early Music Forum

Saturday 28 April 2012

Byzantine Chant

A Workshop for Singers 

Tutor: Dr Alexander Lingas 

Venue: The Church of St Peter and its adjoining Parish Centre,

Henley Road, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1QZ

Registration and coffee from 09.30am, Workshop 10.00am – 4.30pm

This pioneering workshop offers a practical introduction to Byzantine chant. Tutored by one of the world’s leading authorities on Byzantine traditions of liturgical singing, the day will be of immense value to singers at all levels of experience in the subject. We will be singing very early chants by Romanos the Melodist, John of Damascus and the nun, Kasia, as well as Medieval psalm settings from the Constantinopolitan cathedral rite of Hagia Sophia. Traditional chants, preserved and shaped at the monasteries of Mount Athos, for example, and which continue to be sung worldwide, today, will also be explored.

Alexander Lingas is the founder and artistic director of the celebrated vocal ensemble, Cappella Romana, a group that is highly acclaimed for its rendering of Byzantine sacred music. The recipient of several academic awards, Dr Lingas writes extensively on Byzantine chant and talks enlighteningly on the topic for BBC programmes such as “Byzantium Unearthed”.  He is a Senior Lecturer in Music at City University, London and a Fellow of the University of Oxford’s European Humanities Research Centre.

St Peter’s is a 1930s built Roman Catholic church with a magnificent acoustic. With its dome, apses and interior arcading, it architecturally evokes something of the Byzantine world. We will sing inside the church during the afternoon, but upon arrival, please go to the clearly marked adjoining Parish Centre, to the rear (NB not the white house, which is the Presbytery). Parking is available within the church grounds and on the adjacent Dodmore Lane. Please park considerately. The church is situated on the outskirts of Ludlow on the busy Henley Road. To get there turn off the A49 at the northern roundabout and head towards the town centre. This is Henley Road and the church is then located on the right hand side.  It is also within walking distance of Ludlow Railway Station. Bring a packed lunch. Tea and coffee are provided.

To enrol, please complete and return the attached slip with a cheque payable to “BMEMF”, to the co‑ordinator: Lydia Wells, 62 Bearcroft, Weobley, Herefordshire, HR4 8TA. Telephone: 01544 319138. Prior booking is essential. Cost: £14 for members of BMEMF and other fora; £16 for non-members. Please enclose an SAE if an acknowledgement is required.

(_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please enrol me/us for the Byzantine chant workshop on Saturday 28th April, 2012

I enclose a cheque payable to BMEMF for:

Name(s)…………………………………………………… Address: ……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………… Postcode: …………   Telephone ………………………..

Voice (please circle):  S  A  T  B

HAVE YOU EVER SUNG ANY BYZANTINE CHANT?   Please give details overleaf

More forms and information available via the website: www.bmemf.org.uk
